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Deaths Occurring in a Hospital or Hospice

If the deceased had been receiving treatment in hospital
as an in-patient and the cause of death is known, the
doctor or consultant treating them will sign the
Medical Certificate for Cause of Death

The bereavement office or patient affairs department at
the hospital will contact the deceased’s next of kin or
representative to inform them when the Medical
Certificate is ready for collection.

In addition to the Medical Certificate, there will be a
‘Notice to Informant’, which lists those qualified to
register the death and an‘authorization’ (removal order)
which should be given to the funeral director, permitting
them to transfer the deceased to their care.

The Medical Certificate is required by the
Registrar of Births and Deaths before registration can
take place.

Registration must take place in the district where death
occurred within 5 days (unless permission is obtained
from the registrar to exceed this), it is advisable to make
an appointment.

If, due to distance, attendance at the local registrar’s office
is not possible, registration can be attended to at a more
convenient office by ‘Declaration’, however, this may
cause a delay with the funeral arrangements.

The registrar will issue a certificate for burial or cremation
(green form) which will need to be given to the funeral
director.  The registrar will also be able to provide (for a
fee) a Certified Copy of Entry, commonly known as the
'Death Certificate'. It is advisable to purchase at least two
of these, one to keep and others to send to insurance
companies, pension providers, banks etc as these
establishments will not usually accept a photocopy.

Expected death occurring at Home or Nursing Home

If death occurs at home or a nursing home, it is prudent
to delay calling a funeral director until a qualified person
has pronounced ‘life extinct’, e.g. G.P. duty doctor or
nursing staff, even after this has been attended to, there is
no necessity to call a funeral director immediately, you
can give yourself or others, time to say goodbye.

If, as in the case of a hospital, death was expected, the
Medical Certificate for Cause of Death will be
completed by the deceased’s G.P. and will either be left at
the place of death or available for collection from the
surgery, along with the ‘Notice to Informant’.

When the Medical Certificate has been obtained, the
registration procedure is the same as explained
previously.

Items you need to take to the Registrar
are the deceased’s

Medical Certificate for cause of death
If possible, NHS Medical Card
Birth and marriage certificate

The Registrar will want to know

Date and place of death
The deceased’s full name and maiden name

The deceased’s last address
Date and place of birth

If married: Date of birth of spouse
Married Woman: Full name and occupation of spouse

Whether deceased was in receipt of pension or
other DWP benefits

Unexpected or Unnatural Deaths

If the deceased has not been attended by either a
hospital doctor or their own GP within fourteen days
prior to death, the coroner will be notified.

By notifying the coroner, It does not necessarily mean
that a post-mortem examination will be performed. It
may be that the deceased was very unwell but expected
to live longer. The coroner’s officer will initially contact
the deceased’s doctor, and discuss the patient’s history.
If the coroner’s officer is satisfied that the death
occurred as a result of the illness they were being
treated for, they will allow the doctor to sign the
Medical Certificate for Cause of Death and the
registration can proceed.

If the death is reported to the coroner and there has
been no recent history of ill health, a post mortem
examination would be required to determine the cause
of death. When the cause has been established, the
coroner will notify the registrar and the deceased’s
representative, and registration can take place.

If the funeral is to be arranged for cremation, a green
form will not be issued, the relevant form will be
collected by the funeral director when the deceased is
collected. If the funeral is to be a burial, after the
coroner has notified the registrar, registration has to be
attended to and the green form will be issued.

If the death was ‘unnatural’ the coroner will order an
inquest. An inquest is a legal inquiry to establish the
facts relating to the cause and circumstances of the
death. The inquest will usually be opened and
adjourned to a later date to enable the funeral to take
place but registration will not take place until the
inquest has been closed and this will be performed by
the coroner.
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